The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


Dakota Territory Governors’ Messages 
reformatted from the original and including: 


Annual message of Governor ... March 19, 1862-<December 18, 1862>, <December 
1867>-<December 1868> 


Biennial Message of Gov. ... December 3rd, A.D. 1872>-January 10, 1877, January 14, 
1885-January 8, 1889 


Message of His Excellency ... January, 1879 
Message of ... January, 1881 


Biennial Message of His Excellency ... January, 1883 


LLMC 01-184t 


EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION. 


THIRD ANNUAL MESSAGE 
OF 
GOVERNOR A. J. FAULK, 


ТО THE, 


EEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


OF THE: 


Я 


TERRITORY OF DAKOTA. 


E oh 
о. Ы E o 
“ 4, 

-~ * 2 * 
2 2 


DBLIVERED, DECEMBER 18868. 


YANKTON, DAKOTA. TERRITORY. 
@EO, W. KINGSBURY, PUBLIC PRINTER, UNION AND DAKOTAIAN OPFIQR::. 
1 1868. 


23 


4 
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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 


GENTLEMEN OF THE COUNCIL AND HoUsE of REPRESENTATIVES : 


The period for your annual ‘assembling has again returned; on 
which occasion, in accordance with established custom, it becomes 
my duty to present, for your consideration, the condition of the 
Territory; and recommend such measures as seem to me to be 
expedient or necessary to promote the interests of the people, which 
have been committed to your charge. In welcoming. you to the 
discharge of your various and important duties, 1 may expréss my 
earnest hope that all your acts may be governed by the highest coh- 
siderations of patriotism, and may_redound to the benefit and pros- 
perity of your constituents. It is a subject of congratulation that 
during the year that is past a beneficent Providence has blessed our 
people with prosperity in all their material interests, while the future 
is full of promise of continued mercies. The peace which signalized 
the previous year, has not been broken by any of the Indian tribes 

in our vicinity; the farmer has been rewarded with abundant erops; 
immigration has added largely to our population ; and we have strong 
confidence that the new year, soon to dawn upon us, will have in 
store stil] greater progress and a higher degree of prosperity. In all 
that relates, to our intellectual and moral advancement we have labored. 
and I think successfully, to keep pace with the spirit of the age. 
Our Internal Affairs have been managed with commendable wisdom. 
The laws have heretofore been sufficient for the proper regulation 
and good order of the community, and for the protection of life and 
property. The courts have been open for the redress of wrongs; 
and found adequate, except perhaps in that portion of the Territory 
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known, in,, eur statutes as Laramie and Carter counties. There in 
those recently organized counties, on- account of their remotengss 
from the established Judicial Districts.of the Territory, a state of 
society bordering on anarchy, has for: a, time, existed; and which 
from unavgidable circumstances, Bas been temporarily and. imperfectly 
relieved, by, ће action offthe Legislature during its last. session, by 
the passage of an act.embracing-those counties-within the boundaries 
of the Second Judicial District, and authorizing His Honor, the Chief 
Justice, to hold a term of court at the City.of Cheyenne. 
ORGANIZATION. OR: WYOMING, 

Qwiag to rich discoveries of gold-and other valuable. minerals in 
that vicinity, and the construction of the Pasific Rail Road through 
the Southern portion of those counties, аг large population was soon 
collected, which embraced, among others, many turbulentand Jawless. 
individuals, who were, practically, beyond tlie control of civil.Jaw;, 
and whose crimes were of such a startling character as to compel the 
better class of citizens to resort to measures, deemed unavoidably, 
necessary for the protection, of society, to reduce sueh refractory. 
spirits to submission. The authority exercised, under such, 
cizcumstances, by Vigilance Committees, finds many apologists—but: i 
to my judgment it is greatly ta be depreçated,—and it is most: 
earnestly hoped that the time is past: when a resort to. such measures: 
can be in any degree palliated or justified. In my last Annual M essage- 
I alluded to this subject, and favored on that-oceasion the o~ganization. 
of those counties,. by act of Congress, into a. separate Territory, as 
the only practicable or effectual remedy for existing.and apprehended 
sqcial evils. In this I was cordially sustained by the Legislature, . 
and by the unanimous voice of the people. In accordance with our. 


wishes, ap act creating a temporary government for Wyoming, which 


' embraced those two counties, was passed by Congress, and approved 


July 25, 1868,—but, unfortunately, has not yet gone into practical 
operation, on account of the failure of Congress to make the necessary 
appropriation to defray expenses, and the non-appointment and 
confirmation of Territorial officers. This evil, however, is but 


temporary. But a short time can yet elapse until the machinery of- 
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a separate government will be in full operation in Wyoming, when, 
through the regular applieation of the civil laws, faithfully and 
speedily administered; crime will be suppressed, and ‘the law abiding 
eitizens will finally be relieved from the social disorders which, have 
afflicted them. Under such auspicious circumstances, in view of the 
' railroad facilities possessed by that Territory, and the vast beds of 
„coal, and deposits of precious metals, which have already been 
„developed, we may reasonably anticipate for Wyoming a career of 
' prosperity which Eastern Dakota, with all its advantages, might well 


‘envy. 
‘SHE PENITENTIARY AND CAPITOL BUILDINGS. 


In my last Annual Message I called your attention to an act of 


„Congress, approved auuary 22, 1867, setting aside certa'n proceeds 


of Internal Revenue, for the eréction of а: Penitentiary in Dakota, 
‘namely: the nett proceeds, not éxceeding forty thousand dollars, of 
“the internal revenue for the fisca year ending 30th June, 1866, and 
“е two succeeding years thereafter. As such a building is -greatly 
~ demanded by the condition of the Territory, and as-the past year has 
been one of unexpected growth in population, and-general prosperity, 
„especially in Laramie and Carter counties, 16 is reasonably anticipated 
that a surplus, after deducting the expense of collection, may be 
«found to our credit, applicable to the purpose named. Should such 
‘be the case it will justify immediate measures to secure the early 
erection of this building, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Anterior. 
For my views concerning the necessity сЁ a Capitol building, I 
«respectfully refer you to my last annual message. The reasons urged 
for pressing these subjects‘upon your attention increase in Importance 
“with the increase of population. And an appropriation for a suitable 
Capitol building, of a permanent character, should be obtained as 
~speedily as possible, where the public records can be secured, and where 
‘the federal officials can be comfortably accommodated; and the ends of 
justice cannot be fully and satisfactorily met until ample 
accommodations for the courts, and for the confinement and 


‘punishment of criminals, are provided. 


— — — — 
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PROTECTION OF TERRITORIAL ARMS. | 

Your attention is again invited to the unprotected condition of the 
Territorial arms, а large portion of which yet remain without any 
effectual provision for their storage or safe keeping. I cannot avoid 
expressing the conviction that our past failure as regards these arms 
18 extremely unwise, and a perseverance in such neglect will be a 
serious damage to that portion of the public property. 

| REPORTS OF TERRITORIAL OFFICERS. 

I respectfully refer you to the Reports of the Adjutant General, 
Territorial Auditor, Treasurer, and Superintendant of Public 
Instruction, for information regardin g the condition of these several 
departments. | 

OUR COMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM: 

While we labor to advance our material prosperity, it is a source 
‘of congratulation that intellectual culture is not neglected. Qur 
common schools, based on the broadest and most philanthropic 
foundation, continue to grow in interest and importance; but it should. 
not be forgotten that these nurseries of freedom will always have-- 
strong claims on the most scrutinizing attention and fostering care of. 
the Legislature. The strength, perfection and even the perpetuity. 
of our system of government, depend on the intelligence of the masses. 
То such a people alone can self government be safely intrusted. 
When education is diffused, like the rays of the sun, into every town 
and neighborhood, without distinction between high and low, or rich 
and poor, we can then and only then realize the full force of the saying, 
that knowledge. is. power, and that it is the palladium of our national 
and individual safety. Every citizen of this Territory should exert: 
a personal influence in favor of the success and enlarged influence of 
these-schools, as every опе must derive from them a personal benefit, 
either directly or indirectly, in the proper instruction of the youth 
of the Territory, and as a guarantee for the future faithful 


administration of fhe laws which are-passed for his protection. 


OUR INDIAN RELATIONS. 
The condition of the Indian trites in Dakota has remained the 
same, in relation to the white citizens; as- during the previous year. 
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They aré still friendly, and show marked sighs of progress in point 
of education and civilization. The Ponca and Yankton Indians 
deserve especial commendation fo? their faithful adherence to treaty 
stipulations, atid for their industry айа energy in the efforts put forth 
to obtain their subsistence by the cultivation of the soil, instead of by 
the chase. The trade of the Missouri river has met with but little 
interruption, during the past year, from those less civilized and less 


friendly Indians, who roam through the Northwestern portion of the 


Territory. 


Since your last meeting, I have received two lengthy petitions, 
from citizens of Union county, asking that steps may be taken for 


+ е » » е 
the removal of certain Indians, who occasionally encamp in the 


valley of the Big Sioux, or its tributaries, for hunting and trapping 
purposes,or in the course of their periodical travels across the Territory. 


The complaint is chiefly, as I am informed, against the Santees or 


Mississippi Sioux, whose temporary reservation is below the mouth of 
the Niobrara, in Nebraska, and whose past history in Minnesota is of 
such a character as natutally toinspirea feeling of alarm and insecurity 
among the settlers. So long as we have ample assurance that these 
Indians are friendly, and are confining themselves strictly to a 
harmless effort to obtain a subsistence by hunting, fishing, or trapping, 
on the unoccupied public lands,—it seems to me that good policy, as 
well as the ptinciples of justice, require that they be treated leniently 
at Ieast, if not with friendship. It is not the policy of the Government 
to pen the friendly Indians up on Reservations, where at certain 
periods in the year they are in danger of starvation; but rather, in 
consideration of their poverty, and their uncivilized and unenlightened 
condition, to encourage them to make a peaceable effort to glean from 
the uninhabited prairies such subsistence as will supply their 
temporary and simple wants. Yet the complaint of the inhabitants 
named is entitled to serious and respectful consideration, not only 
from the Executive and Legislature, but from the Government. 
From the first settlement of these Minnesota Indians on our borders, 
we were led to believe that they were only placed there for a 
temporary purpose, and. that they would soon be placed on a more 
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permanent. reservation, in some locality less dangerous. and 
objectionable to the citizens, and more beneficial, because more settled 
and secure, for themselves. Up to the present time, however, nothing 
of importance has been done toward aecomplishing so desirable an 
object: But now that the action and recommendations ot the late 
Indian Peace Commission appear to-have become the adopted policy, 
of the Government, it is presumed that it would not be difficult, if 
an effort in that direction were properly-made, to-have these Indians 
removed to the new Indian District North of the Niobrara, and 
placed under the immediate supervision and control of Gen. Harney, 


who, in the capacity of Peace Commissioner, is now engaged, and 


it is believed successfully, in endeavoring to inaugurate and put in 


practical force the policy indicated. Such an effort, if successful, 
would most likely relieve the inhabitants of this souree of irritation 
and alarm;—but which, if too long neglected, might involve us again 
in Indian conflicts, so disastrous and calamitous in its effects upon the 


newly formed settlements of this Territory. 


THE INDIAN RESERVE OF WESTERN DAKOTA AND THE 
BLACK HILLS. l 
Ls intimated in my former message, that: portion of Dakota, lying 
West of the Missouri river, and between the Yellowstone on the 
North and the Niobrara on the South, has been set apart for the 
exclusive use and occupation of the warious tribes of Indians whe 
have heretofore occupied the Platte and Powder river countries, and 


for other tribes who may accept the terms proposed by the late Indian 


е x х е » л 
‘Peace Commission. In that message I stated my objections, on 


behalf of the citizens of Dakota, against the policy foreshadowed by 
‘the act of Congress of July, 1867, appointing this Commission, 
which Was supported by a suitable memorial from the Legislature,— 
Њаё, as it seems, without having received a favorable consideration 
from those who have in their hands,. in a great measure, the control 


of our Territorial destinies. 


While it becomes our duty to acquiesce in the final decision of the 


Federal authority, I see no reason to change the views I then 
expressed, as to the vast importance of the Black Hill country to the 
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-eitisens-who-are -destined to occupy this Territory; or as to the fact 
„that ар Indian District, which should embrace the minerals and pine 
«timber of that region, could not, in view of the past Indian history 
-of this country, be a permanent one. Nevertheless, the decision is 
against us; and ‘whatever chagrin or disappointment may be felt, in 
~consequence, we have but the alternative to submit, and render a loyal 
«obedience to those in authority over из. We should be willing to 
give the experiment a fair and impartial trial. And though it 
- destroys, for the present, the brightest hopes yet entertained for tho 
‘future of Dakota, it may not be altogether without its compensating. 
sbenefits, If we lose the pine timber so much in demand on the 
Missouri Slope, and the rich beds of minerals, the development of 
‘hich, in our view, would soon have peopled that country with an 
„industrious and enterprising population, we will gain additionai шаг» 
-*kets for our merchandise, our stock and our grain, by the location and 
feeding of additional bands of Indians in the Valley of the Missouri. 
It will stimulate the raising of stock, and the production of cereals, 
required by this new demand upon our industry and our enterprise. 
At will be, of itself, no small ‘inducement to immigration, 
sto all such as design to live by agricultural labor; and will no 40058 
„encourage those who have already opened up farms to increase the 
amount of land now under cultivation. And again,—the removal of 
the heretofore hostile Indians, by treaty, from the line of the new 
Pacific road, to the District named, where they are to be guaranteed 
absolute freedom’ from molestation, and the withdrawal of the 
military posts from the Powder River Valley, would seem to assure 
to the citizens of Dakota that prospect of quietude and exemption from 
Indian troubles, which our first settlers did not possess, but which are 
so essential to our rapid growth in population, and to our permanent 
prosperity as a peop'e. Our first and most manifest necessity, is 
peace; and probably we now need nothing more clearly than such 
perfect assurance of security, from Indian wars and Indian alarms, 
as these latest arrangements would seem to promise. Let this 
confidence once take possession of the public mind, and the tide of 
‘immigration thitherward will be increased ten-fold over what it has 
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been even through the year that is past. Such considerations 
furnish us our present and prospective compensation, for the loss of 
the most promising and most valuable portion of this Territory. In 
the mean time we may indulge in the faith that a more favorable day 
will yet dawn upon us, and at no remote period, when, with the 
consent of the Government, and the Indian tribes, and without war, 
we may, like the Israelites of old, “go in and possess the land.” 


DAKOTA AN AGRICULTURAL TERRITORY. 

As all mineral resources are, for the time being, cut off from us, by 
the foundation of the new Territory of Wyoming, and by the action 
of those in authority, in absorbing our prospective Black Hill wealth 
in the Indian District alluded to, we are now, therefore, by the force 


of circumstances, against the latter of which we struggled faithfally, . 


pre-eminently an ‘agricultural territory. And it would be 


well to pause here, and reflect on the fact that we have abundant 
eause of profound gratitude, to the Giver of all Good, for what yet 
remains in our possession. I think it is not too extravagant to say, 
that in much of Hastern Dakota, from the Red River of the North 
to the outlet of the Big Sioux, and thenee throughout our boundaries 
along the Valley of the Missouri and its-tributaries, we possess one of 
the finest agricultural regions on this continent,—with a dry, pure, 
invigorating aud equable climate, in whieh epidemic or contagious 
diseases are unknown, and where livestock will subsist well throughout 
the winter season, with but little attention, and without any expense 
in their owners, With a proper appreciation of such facts as these, 
we may well afford to throw aside all unpleasant memories of the past, 
and fully resolve to apply our energies to the future, which is full of 
materials for encouragementand hope. With the glorious Homestead 
aud Pre-emption laws on the national statute book, in addition to the 
advantages named, we have but to practice wisdom and liberality in 
our legislation; and by every proper appliance hold out all honorable 
inducements to immigrants to come and occupy опг fertile prairies. 


In proportion as nature has been bountiful, we should be wise and 


liberal, in all legitimate efforts to encourage the introduction. of indus _ 


trial labor, and to invite capital within our borders. Thus by suitable 
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legislation; by encouraging manufactures and Ње mechanic arts; the 
construction and completion of internal improvements; in a word, by 
well directed industry, intelligence and energy, we may hope to effectus 
ally overcome the loss of the Black НІН country; and by building up 
a flourishing agricultural community, of a much more enduring and 
substantial kind, we will, at no distant day, on this basis alone, be able 
to knock at the door ef Congress, and obtain admission to the sister- 
hood of states. And, instead of, as now, drawing our support from the 
Treasury of the Government, we can then contribute our due proportion 
do the national wealth. | | 


RAILROAD MATTERS. 


Since your last meeting no further important steps have been taker 
to secure the building of the railroads for which charters have 
already been granted, except to lay the subject, before Congress and ask 
for land grants to aid in their construction. Congress, it is believed, 
looks upon these improvements with favor, and we may therefore 

hope to obtain the aid required at no distant day. Their construction 
would bring us within easy communication of the markets of the East, 
во essential to the proper encouragement of agricultural labor; and 
would be the-means of bringing to our vicinity, at moderate prices, 
the pine lumber of Minnesota. In the advocacy and advancement 
to completion of these great territorial enterprises, we should act as 
a unit; and no local jealousies, or conflict of individual interests, 


should be allowed to stand in the way of their perfect success. Their 


commencement and completion are only a question of time. And 
that we are on the line of a continuous road, soen to be built across 
the continent, by way of the Valley of the Missouri, more highly 
favored by natural advantages than the. Union Pacific, and of scarcely 
less national or local importance when completed, іза fact which has 
impressed itself upon the minds of some of the most intelligent and. 
practical men of the East. One-great incentive to the construction 
ef sucha work is the hazardous nature of the navigation of the 
Missouri. The Peavy losses to the Government, and to individuals, 
annually occurring from this cause, and which are annually on the 


increase in proportion to the increase of trade, are even now bringing 
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sagacious capitalists and statesmen to reflect upon the comparative 


speed, safety and economy of railroad transportation up the Valley 


of the Missouri. 


AMENDMENT TO THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION. 

By a Resolution of the 39th Congress of the United States, an 
amendment to the Constitut'on, known as the 14th Article, was pro- 
posed to the legislatures of the several States, and the requisite three- 
fourths of all the States concurring therein, it has become a part-of 
the fundamental law. And as, by the 16th section of the Orgamio 
Act of this Territory, approved March 2, 1861, it is provided that 
the Constitution, and laws of ће United States not locally inapplicable, 
shall have the same-force and effectwithin-said Territory as elsewhere 
within tke United States, it may-be-considered appropriate to state, 
on this ogcasion, in- a summary way, the contents of said Article 

Section first guarantees to all:pe-sons born or naturalized in the 
United States, and subject to its jurisdiction, the right-of citizenship 
and of civil equality. It also protects them from any State legislation 
‘which might abridge their privileges, or deprive them ef life, liberty 

-or property, without due process of law. 

Section second provides that the denial of suffrage to any of the 
male inhabitants of a State, twenty-one years ef age, and citizens of 
the United States, or the abridgement thereof, except for participating 
in rebeilion or other crime, shall exclude all such disfranchised persons 
from forming а part of the basis of representation in the Congress of 
the United States. | 

Section third disqualifies, for certain offices, a specified -class of 
those who participated in the late rebellion, until the disability be 

«removed by à vote of two-thirds of each House of Congress. 

Section fourth guarantees the faithful liquidation of the National 
‘Debt, incurred in the late war waged for the preservation of the 
Union; and declaresall public debts or claims of rebel States forever 
void. 

Section fifth confers upon Congress the authority to enforce its 
yprovisions. 


discussion as to the merits of this Article would be somewhat 
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out, of place, since we, a8 a Territorial organization, had-no part in its 
adoption. It is the recorded verdict, of the States, done in the publio , 
interests and in good faith, according to the forms prescribed än the-. 
Constitution,—and all. our ob'igations of fealty, and our love and 
veneration for the Union, as American citizens, apply witu equal force 
to this Article as to the original law. framed..by our. immortal fore- 
fathers, To , this instrument, as it, is, we are to look for the. 
preservation of, our ei vil and religious liberty, and a ready and patriotic · 
obedience is, due from us to its mandates, and to all the laws of 1 
Congress framed in accordance therewith. 

My own opinion.,bas been averse, to some of ‘the. more recent. 
reconstruction policy. of Congress; but as it regards this Article, I 
have believed that it was proposed in,a fraternal spirit of conciliation- 
and amity ; and had it been promptly accepted in that light, by the. 
States reeently in tebellion, they would all long since have occupied 
their proper place in, the Union, with the full recognition of their 
right, as co-equal States, to regulate their domestic concerns in their - 
own way, under the,guarantees of the, Constitution. Much of the- 
unhappy state of society which since intervened, and in some degres . 
yet exist, with the subordination oftheir civil governments to military, 
control, and the enfarcement of universal suffrage, may be traced to this 
most singular and most unfortunate mistake. The provisious of the. 
Article are ай, in my judgment, eminently wise,expedient and just; 
and were made unavoidable by a chain of circumstances. for which, 
the defenders of the Union were in.no wise responsible. 

The emancipation of the slave was о` e of the legitimate and most. 
glorious results of the war; and, havin ; thus become a citizen, the 
provision. securing perfect equality before the law was a neces:ary 
consequence. And the other provision, declaring that the duty of, 
the American people to pay tlie public debt, ereated in their own; 
defence, shall not be questioned, meets with a. hearty. response from, 
every loyal heart. | 

Let us then hope that the. momentous subject of reconstruction 
may soon be finally disposed of, by the speedy restoration of all the . 
aeceding States to their proper status in the Union; in all of whick, 
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true allegiance, both state and federal, shall be consistently blended ;. 
and in which peace and good will, with perfect liberty of the press 
and of speech, in fact as well as in theory, shall universally prevail. 
CONCLUSION. ЭГ” 
In conclusion, I most humbly invoke upon your deliberations the 
aid of that Divine Power which controls human governments, to thé 
end that your legislative acts may conduce to the honor and welfare 
of the Territory. 


A. J. FAULK. 
Үлнктонм, December, 1868. : 


